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Photocollage: David Hockney 

David Hockney Photo-collage
This is called a photocollage rather than a photomontage, because it is more three-dimensional than a montage tends to be.  

Hockney has always been interested in photography. He first used it as preparation for his painting, but during the 1970s photography gained an independent role in his work. Using 35mm commercially processed color prints, Hockney created photocollages, which he called “joiners” until the mid 1980s. He compiled them to create a 'complete' picture from a series of individually photographed details. In the 1980s, Hockney primarily experimented with the Polaroid camera, making composite images of photographs arranged in a rectangular grid. His collage technique explores the mysteries and nuances between natural and camera vision. Although, his subject matter ranges from portraiture to still life, his style from representation to abstraction, Hockney uses photography to examine our perception of reality. Family, friends, and collaborators and his own residence, the pool, his dogs, and the California and Arizona landscape are seen in many of his photocollages.

Hockney's works have strong links with Cubism.  Hockney reflected extensively on this process as connecting to the Cubist sense of multiple angles and especially of movement. These "multiples" convey a strong sense of movement, Hockney argued, in that you the viewer keep adjusting your imagined viewpoint as your eye travels from print to print. And of course by this means you can build up a single image that is many times wider in angle of view than the camera lens. The portrait of his mother here illustrates the technique at close range. We see her at lots of different viewpoints all at once as our eye moves from print to print.

Year 10 homework


Due: 

EASY (<C)

Complete this gap filling exercise:

David Hockney is connected to the __________ (Pop Art, Impressionist, Vorticist) art movement. This movement was interested in responding to ___________ ( Portraiture, Popular Culture, Poverty) 
Hockney has also created ___________ (installation, a cookbook, photocollages). Photographs are taken from different perspectives and at slightly 
different times of the same object. The images are then ___________ (collaged, painted, burned) to recreate the place, person or object even though they may look distorted. This work connects with the ___________ (Futurist, Abstract Expressionist, Cubist) movement, which was one of Hockney's major aims.
Hockney called them "joiners”. 

Copy this into your book and illustrate it with pictures cut from this sheet, other images you download yourself or drawings of his photomontages.

MEDIUM (B)

Discuss the photomontages created by Hockney between 1970-86. You should mention his inspiration and connections to Cubism.

What was his aim?

How did he achieve this?

How does this work connect to your classwork.

ADVANCED (A-A*)

Complete the ‘Medium’ tasks and examine the connection between Picasso and David Hockney’s photomontage. How similar are their intentions? 
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Tasks


Create your own photo-collage made up of lots of different photos like Hockney’s on the left. Your overall image must be out of your sketchbook and be no smaller than A3 in size. Your image must include a figure. You could photograph a full figure in an environment or a more close up view of a person like the image on the left.


When you have created your photocollage, copy a section of it onto a page in your sketchbook, and paint this section in detail. You can use coloured pencils as an alternative to paint if you like.


Use the information below to help you complete the research task on the next sheet. 











